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the fresco! It was painted some two hundred years after her
death, but one authority very nicely says that the subject "had
probably been settled from the beginning." For how could
the good people of San Gimignano invent angels doing any-
thing so practical as ring bells? Bells are so specific. And so
noisy. And the towers so very visible. Besides, if a saint had
conflicts with demons during her life, as Fina did, she simply
must come to angels in the end; like the "lived happily ever
afterwards" of fairy-tales, that was quite the literary tradition
of saints. . . .
Fina is in many more pictures, charming little panels that
one finds in odd comers; in the large "Coronation of the
Madonna/' she is grouped with five very prominent saints,
St. Augustine and St. Jerome among them,
As for the town's litterateur, his story is most modern. He
traveled to Rome and helped found the Academy; became sec-
retary to the King of Poland, wrote several books (in Latin),
and went on journeys as ambassador, earning a European rep-
utation; on his return he was given an enormous reception by
the town fathers, "in order that his fellow-citizens might be
encouraged to follow in his footsteps/' Indeed, the little com-
mune seems to have been all out to encourage culture and the
arts, and to retain the devotion of those who practiced them;
for though its poet, Messer Folgore, lived mostly in Siena, in
feeling he was a violent Sangimignese, we are told, writing
"furious sonnets" on behalf of his favored party, the Guelphs;
also a series of more peaceful ones about the life of San
Gimignano. "Yet even in these," as Gardner puts it, "'amidst
the singing and love-making, the feasting and jousting, hunt-
ing and hawking," there was a day of fighting to be described:
To a new world on Tuesday shifts my song,
Where beat of drum is heard, and trumpet blast;
Where footmen armed and horsemen armed go past,
And bells say ding to bells that answer dong,
A lovable way of putting the clamor of the belfries; for as our
author remarks (of the Torre dell Orlogie), "When at night-